Rocklin Historical Society –– Request for Delay in Removal  of Big Gun Buildings – September 6, 2011  


Historical Society Statement of Principle

“In recognition of the historic importance of the 100 year old Big Gun Sheds and as the Sheds are the only remaining work buildings representing 150 years of Granite Mining at 61 quarrying sites in Rocklin,   the Rocklin Historical Society respectfully requests that the  City of Rocklin defer removal or demolition of the Big Gun Sheds for  1 year  to reconsider the fate of these heritage structures in light of recent information. August 8, 2011”

Rationale
Subsequent to the purchase of the Big Gun Quarry Site in 2010, a plan was adopted that would result in the removal of the historic Big Gun Sheds to make way for commercial development. The plan made sense as it was felt that the buildings could not be rehabilitated and, in any case, they would not be compatible with development envisioned for the Big Gun site.
This year a number of considerations have come to light suggesting that we relook at the plan that would result in removal of the Big Gun buildings:
· Citizen polls show that the community wants our historic structures included in downtown. 

· Professional opinions indicate that the Big Gun buildings can be rehabilitated.
· Funding for historic rehabilitation appears to be available in the form of tax credits. 

· New city staff and the community have brought new information and ideas to the project.

· Big Gun Structures could be anchoring elements of a Quarry Village commercial development.

· We now realize that removal of the buildings prematurely,  will limit the options available to potential developers -  effectively eliminating consideration by those that would have incorporated the heritage structures in their project.

From both practical and heritage standpoints the advantages of allowing  the structures  to remain in place appear significant.  We respectfully recommend that the City of Rocklin delay actions to remove the Big Gun Structures to:
· Allow time for the City and Community to review the current plan in light of new information.

· Allow City Staff and the Community  time to investigate new concepts and funding options related to including the Big Gun structures in a commercial project. 
· Ensure the structures remain available for use if a heritage based development is proposed for the site.
Finally, in the event  in situ use of the buildings becomes clearly impractical,  a delay can provide  time needed for planning,  careful disassembly and reuse of key structural elements  in an alternate heritage setting.    

Note:  The request for delay of removal of the Sheds was  made to Rocklin City Council Tuesday Sep 13,2011 – the request was denied and the Council directed City Manager Horst to present a plan for removal by September 27.   
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