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To Dig Deeper 
ñGold, Granite and Grit: A Quarry, A Town and the Building of Californiaò a video documentary by 

Professor Dan DeFoe of Sierra College (view via Google ñgold granite gritòor purchase the DVD 

at Rocklin History Museum or Barnes and Noble)  
.

ñRocklin: Past, Present and Futureò  by Leonard M. Davis, 1981 (the book is available at the 

Rocklin History Museum open 1-4 pm Wed, Sat & Sun)  



Introduction

¶Earlier this year there was a consensus that the historic Big Gun Sheds would need to be removed. It 
was assumed that the buildings could not be rehabilitated nor would they be compatible with future 
development.

¶More  recent contacts* show that, indeed, there is interest in preserving and rehabilitating the 
structures in their  current, historic location ςintegrated within a commercial development. 

¶Clearly removal of the structures will limit development options by discouraging consideration by 
developers that wish to incorporate heritage features in their project.  

¶As a result of the recent inputs the Rocklin Historical Society on August 8 adopted a statement in 
ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ έ/ƛǘȅ ŘŜƭŀȅ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ƻǊ ŘŜƳƻƭƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ .ƛƎ Dǳƴ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ 
there is sufficient time for additional input by the community (and interested parties).   The delay 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴƻƳƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƻƴŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƻǊ ǳƴǘƛƭ ŀ Ƴǳǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜέΦ     

ϝbƻǘŜΥ  ά{ǘǊŀǿ Ǉƻƭƭέ ǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ wƻŎƪƭƛƴΣ Ǉƭǳǎ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ  ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊǎΣ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǎΣ 
structural engineers, moving company, museum project manager, holding company  officer.    



Status as of August 19, 2011

¶Mine Closure is continuing by Consulting Contractor 
GeoCon.

¶The overhead Gantry Crane is to be removed from the 
Monument building.

¶Unless the Current Plan is modified by the City Council 
the 100 year old historic sheds will be demolished within a 
few weeks.   



What Must Be Done -

¶Contact  Rocklin City  Council Members requesting that removal or  demolition of 
Big Gun structures be delayed for one year to allow community input.
¶Mayor  George Magnuson
¶Councilman Peter Hill
¶Coucilman Brett Storey
¶Councilman Scott Yuill
¶Councilwoman Diana Ruslin
email in care of City Manager Ricky Horst:  ricky.horst@rocklin.ca.us

¶Write Letters of support to the Editor of the Placer Herald and Sacramento Bee.

¶Contact Rocklin Historical Society Big Gun Committee Chairman Gene Johnson
email marg.n.gene.rocklin@starstream.net 



Granite Mining in Rocklin, California  Quarry c. 1900 



ROCKLIN - GRANITE CAPITOL OF THE WEST  

150  years of granite mining;  61 quarry sites 

THE ONLY REMAINING STRUCTURES



Rocklin Road

Railroad Spur tracks and Granite Quarries in Rocklin, CA

Big Gun Quarry

Quinn Quarry
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Civic Center 

Quarries

THE  CIVIC CENTER QUARRIES:  BIG GUN & QUINN



The quarry known as Big Gun

Capitol Granite Co 1860ôs ï1870ôs ïS D Smith

State Capitol Quarry ïc.1874 ï1890ôs - John Nay Taylor, 1890ôs Mantyla

California Granite Co 1900 ï1931 - Adolph Pernu

Union Granite Co ï1933 ï1978 - Ruhkala Bros, 1978-1980ôs Scopasi Family

Big Gun Mining Co ï1980ôs ï2010 - Epperson Family,  2010 City of Rocklin



Quinn Quarry 1870ôs ï1897

(Anderson Quarry 1890ôs ï1932+?) 


